
 

 

 Bethel Island Community Meeting: Issues and Vision  
 

Scout Hall 
3090 Ranch Lane, Bethel Island, CA 94511 

Tuesday, June 4th, 2019 
 
A community meeting for Bethel Island residents as part of Envision Contra Costa 2040 took place on 
Tuesday, June 4th, 2019 from 6:30 to 8:30 PM at Scout Hall. The purpose of this workshop was to begin 
establishing a vision for the future of this community and to identify issues the General Plan should 
address to achieve that vision. County staff and consultants facilitated the workshop and 14 residents 
attended and participated. After a presentation about the Envision Contra Costa 2040 process, 
community members worked in two small groups discussing questions regarding the future of Bethel 
Island. Responses to each question are summarized below. Detailed notes from the small group 
discussions are attached to this summary. 
 
Question 1: What do you like most about Bethel Island? What would you like to see supported, preserved, or 
enhanced as part of this planning effort? 
 Preserve the island’s relaxed and quiet character.  
 Support the local tourism industry and water-oriented recreation amenities. 
 Support farm-to-table businesses and agriculture uses, rather than chain restaurants or heavy 

industrial uses. 
 Enhance the family-oriented atmosphere with more kid-friendly parks and annual community events. 
 
Question 2: What are the challenges facing Bethel Island? What would you like to see changed in Bethel 
Island in order to make it a better place to live and work? 
 Address flooding issues and levee concerns. 
 Consider annexation into the Diablo Water District to improve water quality and accessibility issues. 
 Clean up blight and vegetation overgrowth both on land and along the waterways through increased 

code enforcement. 
 Prohibit the development of a fish farm or similar heavy industrial uses in favor of light industrial and 

agriculture uses. 
 Enhance pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure, including lighting, along roadways. 
 Improve signage along waterways to increase wayfinding and reduce accidents. 
 Improve fire protection services and emergency preparedness. 
 Improve congestion on, and effective connections to and from, the island. 
 
Question 3: Do you think changes are needed to the planned land uses shown in the General Plan land use 
and zoning maps? If so, what changes are needed? 
 Rezone harbor areas to allow for retail uses and increased parking. 
 Expand commercial zoning along Gateway Road and Piper Road to serve both residents and visitors.  
 Increase the minimum lot size in agriculture zones to be at least 10 acres, potentially up to 40 acres. 



 

 Identify underutilized land for park designation. 
 Work with the Delta Protection Commission to consider a storm shelter in the event of a levee breach.  
 Allow for temporary uses in designated areas to provide visitor-serving amenities during special 

events. 
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