
 

 

  

 

 

El Sobrante Community Meeting: Issues and Vision 

Elks Lodge #1251 
3931 San Pablo Dam Road, El Sobrante, CA  94803 

Thursday, May 30th, 2019 

A community meeting for residents of El Sobrante as part of Envision Contra Costa 2040 took place on 
Thursday, May 30, 2019, from 6:00 to 8:00 PM at Elks Lodge #1251. The purpose of this workshop was 
to begin establishing a vision for the future of this community and identify issues the General Plan 
should address to achieve that vision. County staff and consultants facilitated the workshop and around 
60 residents attended and participated. After a presentation about the Envision Contra Costa 2040 
process, community members worked in small groups discussing questions regarding the future of El 
Sobrante. Responses to each question are summarized below.  

Given the large number of participants, we heard a diversity of opinions at this workshop.  The 
comments below were raised by one or more individuals; each comment may not necessarily represent 
the views of all who attended. Detailed notes from the small group discussions, as well as comment 
cards and letters submitted at the workshop, are attached to this summary. 

Question 1: What do you like most about El Sobrante? What would you like to see supported, 
preserved, or enhanced as part of this planning effort? 

◼ Maintain and enhance the “small town” feel of El Sobrante and preserve it as an unincorporated 
community. 

◼ Support El Sobrante’s ethnic, cultural, and economic diversity. 
◼ Protect open space and wildlife. 
◼ Enhance local food options by encouraging locally-owned farmers market and restaurants. 
◼ Support and expand local business opportunities in the downtown area. 

Question 2: What are the challenges facing El Sobrante? What would you like to see changed in El 
Sobrante in order to make it a better place to live and work? 

◼ Ensure new development is consistent with community character. 
◼ Create new public spaces for community gathering, such as a community center. 
◼ Improve road design to reduce speeding and improve safety along San Pablo Dam Road. 
◼ Improve bike and pedestrian access by incorporating sidewalks and bike lanes.  
◼ Improve public transit access, especially to BART and Orinda. 
◼ Install green infrastructure and other sustainable features. 
◼ Restore and improve creeks. 
◼ Improve access to hospitals and doctors 
◼ Increase public safety by improving local law and traffic enforcement. 
◼ Create a noise ordinance. 
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Question 3: Do you think changes are needed to the planned land uses shown in the General Plan land 
use and zoning maps? If so, what changes are needed? 

◼ Rezone residential areas that are designated as landslide hazard zones to open space or farmland. 
◼ Increase the potential for mixed-use buildings along Appian Way, the Triangle Area, and parts of San 

Pablo Dam Road. 
◼ Zone the downtown area to make it a walkable and pedestrian-friendly destination. 
◼ Rezone a parcel in the Triangle Area to allow for public use/community plaza. 
◼ Consider creating an open space corridor along Appian Creek. 
◼ Add easements through properties to increase creek access. 
◼ Support the current General Plan’s vision for a creek boardwalk. 
◼ Promote sustainable practices in the Zoning Code, such as rainwater harvesting, greywater reuse, 

and solar panels. 
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