
 

 

 

 

 

 Kensington and East Richmond Heights Community Meeting: Issues and Vision  

Kensington Library 
61 Arlington Drive, Kensington, CA 94707 

Wednesday, May 1st, 2019 

A community meeting for Kensington and East Richmond Heights residents as part of Envision Contra 
Costa 2040 took place on Wednesday, May 1st, 2019, from 6:00 to 8:00 PM at the Kensington Library. 
The purpose of this workshop was to begin establishing a vision for the future of each community and 
identify issues the General Plan should address to achieve that vision. County staff and consultants 
facilitated the workshop and approximately 20 residents attended and participated. After a presentation 
about the Envision Contra Costa 2040 process, community members worked in four small groups 
discussing questions regarding the future of these communities. Responses to each question are 
summarized below. Detailed notes from the small group discussions are attached to this summary. No 
comment cards were submitted at the meeting. 

Question 1: What do you like most about Kensington and East Richmond Heights? What would you 
like to see supported, preserved, or enhanced as part of this planning effort? 

 Preserve the friendly, safe, and quiet, small community feel. 
 Preserve the views, parks, trails, and open spaces. 
 Support existing services including the fire facilities, sheriff, Kensington library and community 

center, public transit, and schools. 

Question 2: What are the challenges facing Kensington and East Richmond Heights? What would you 
like to see changed in Kensington and East Richmond Heights in order to make them better places to 
live and work? 

 Consider the benefits and drawbacks of enhanced cellular coverage. 
 Address wildfire hazards and improve emergency evacuation planning. 
 Improve access to hospitals and emergency services. 
 Underground utilities.  
 Improve pedestrian and roadway infrastructure with designated paths and lit crossings. 
 Address on-street parking and traffic/speeding issues.  
 Improve street lighting in East Richmond Heights. 
 Encourage siting and construction of a library in East Richmond Heights. 

Question 3: Do you think changes are needed to the planned land uses shown in the General Plan land 
use and zoning maps? If so, what changes are needed? 

 Implement viewshed protections in East Richmond Heights. 
 Update the Zoning Code to reflect current land uses and conditions in Kensington. 
 Consider multi-family housing on large lots in Kensington. 
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 Add floor area ratio (FAR) or lot coverage requirements to Zoning Code in East Richmond Heights. 
 Designate pedestrian paths throughout Kensington as publicly owned trails. 
 Establish fire evacuation routes in Kensington. 
 Allow for flexibility in accessory dwelling unit (ADU) requirements to encourage development. 
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