Rodeo Community Meeting #2: Guiding Principles
Rodeo Senior Center
189 Parker Avenue, Rodeo, CA
Wednesday, August 7th, 2019
The second community meeting for Rodeo residents as part of Envision Contra Costa 2040 took place on
Wednesday, August 7th, 2019, from 6:30 to 8:30 PM at the Rodeo Senior Center. The purpose of this
workshop was to collect feedback on draft guiding principles, which articulate the values, priorities, and
aspirations for the future of Rodeo shared by community members at the first community meeting. The
guiding principles are organized in five categories: Safety and Resiliency, Community Character,
Mobility, Housing, and Recreation and Access to Nature. In addition, participants were asked to share
ideas for potential policies, actions, and other strategies that support those guiding principles.
County staff and consultants facilitated the workshop and approximately 20 residents attended and
participated. After a presentation about the Envision Contra Costa 2040 process, community members
worked in four small groups discussing guiding principles, policies, actions, and other strategies specific
to Rodeo. Input and ideas are summarized below. Detailed notes from the small group discussions, as
well as a comment card submitted at the workshop, are attached to this summary.
Safety and Resiliency














Prioritize above all else the safety and health of Rodeo residents in the face of living adjacent to the
Phillips 66 refinery by mitigating risks from refinery accidents and exposure to air pollutants.
Reinvest a greater share of the taxes collected from the refinery back into Rodeo to benefit the
community that bears the brunt of the refinery’s impacts.
Establish a comprehensive, long term strategy that coordinates efforts from all regulatory agencies
to mitigate the refinery’s impacts on the community.
Allow greater community participation in any agreements with the refinery and strengthen the
regulatory role of the County.
Address the changing nature of petroleum processing and limit new, higher-risk activities, like
refining tar sands, through land use authority and conditional use permits.
Strengthen the County’s Industrial Safety Ordinance and Hazardous Materials Ordinance and make
the hazard scoring system more stringent.
Create an immediate response plan for spills of refinery feedstock that would sink to the bottom of
the bay, like bitumen.
Train teachers for emergencies caused by refinery accidents (similar to their training for natural
disasters).
Attract and support clean, green industry through zoning revisions.
Generate the conditions necessary to bring a hospital or health center to Rodeo, both to increase
economic activity and improve health care access.
Increase the Sheriff’s presence in Rodeo.
Mitigate the risks from sea level rise.
Keep a fire station in Rodeo for wildfire preparedness and response to a refinery accident.
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Improve the safety of Bayo Vista residents living along the refinery fence line.

Community Character











Revitalize Parker Avenue while keeping its character to attract shoppers from Hercules and increase
sales tax revenue.
Preserve the unique character of historic buildings through design regulations.
Build a public plaza as a place for the community to gather and mix. Its design should celebrate the
historic and current diversity in the community.
Prioritize infill development on vacant parcels.
Encourage a community market or grocery store to locate in Rodeo so that Rodeo does not become
a food desert with the eventual departure of Safeway. Ideally, such a market should reflect the
ethnic and cultural diversity in Rodeo.
Establish better mechanisms for code enforcement to keep streets, sidewalks, properties, and
building facades clean. This should include making it easier for residents to communicate with the
County.
Make important information available in print at the library for residents who are not computer
savvy and can’t access the County’s website.
Increase accountability from the County so there is more action on promises made to the
community.

Mobility






Prioritize safety for pedestrians throughout Rodeo with better maintenance, lighting, and complete
sidewalks, especially near bus stops like the one on Willow Avenue just west of I-80.
Create a Safe Routes to School program.
Build complete sidewalks on Vaqueros Avenue.
Rehabilitate all sidewalks in disrepair.
Expand the dial-a-ride transit service for seniors to other vulnerable community members like lowincome pregnant and single mothers.

Housing
Allow and encourage higher housing densities, especially along Parker Ave.
Stabilize rents to keep residents in the community through new housing development for all income
levels.
 Provide affordable housing, and consider priority for veterans.



Recreation and Access to Nature
Provide access to recreation with a rec center and/or a safe and well-maintained park.
Create a parking area at the Creek Trail for better access.
Make the Creek Trail safer and more attractive with lighting and better maintenance, especially
behind the old Safeway.
 Offer more opportunities for youth recreation through sports and a youth center.




