El Sobrante Meeting #2: Guiding Principles
Elks Lodge #1251
3931 San Pablo Dam Road, El Sobrante, CA 94803
Wednesday, September 4th, 2019
The second community meeting for El Sobrante residents as part of Envision Contra Costa 2040 took
place on Wednesday, September 4th, 2019, from 6:30 to 8:30 PM at Elks Lodge #1251 on San Pablo Dam
Road. The purpose of this workshop was to collect feedback on draft guiding principles, which articulate
the values, priorities, and aspirations for the future of El Sobrante shared by community members at the
first community meeting. The guiding principles are organized into five categories: Community
Character, Mobility, Housing, Recreation and Nature, and Safety and Resiliency. Some community
members expressed desire for a sixth category: Sustainability. In addition, participants were asked to
share ideas for potential policies, actions, and other strategies that support those guiding principles.
County staff and consultants facilitated the workshop and 15 residents attended and participated. After
a presentation about the Envision Contra Costa 2040 process, community members broke into in three
small groups to discuss guiding principles, policies, actions, and other strategies specific to El Sobrante.
Input and ideas are summarized below. Detailed notes from the small group discussions, as well as two
comment cards submitted at the workshop, are attached to this summary.
Community Character
◼
◼

◼
◼
◼
◼
◼
◼
◼
◼

Support small farms, backyard farming, and a farmer’s market or farm stand for local growers.
Encourage diverse, locally-serving and locally-owned businesses or smaller chains with practical
goods and services (e.g., a grocery store with fresh, high quality food) so residents do not need to
travel to other communities to shop.
Attract businesses that also provide meeting spaces for the community to draw people downtown,
like coffee shops or grocery stores with seating and eating areas.
Encourage new businesses that are oriented to families and children.
Ensure that new businesses are developed at a human scale.
Provide more signage, like welcome signs and gateways with iconic imagery.
Establish an arts district with rotating public art and live/work studio spaces for artists.
Provide incentives for property owners to improve facades along main routes, according to a set of
community design guidelines. Ensure that these are incentives rather than requirements.
Encourage mixed uses along corridors, with ground-floor commercial space and housing on upper
floors.
Provide a community center in Downtown El Sobrante.

Mobility
◼

Improve sidewalk connectivity on main roads, and implement other improvements that encourage
walking to school and outdoor play.
◼ Prioritize improvements to pedestrian safety on San Pablo Dam Road and Appian Way.
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◼
◼
◼
◼
◼
◼

Construct a bike path on San Pablo Dam Road that connects to the Bay Trail.
Improve connections to the Richmond Ferry terminal.
Improve transit and paratransit connectivity, especially between El Sobrante and other communities.
Provide highly visible speed limit and wayfinding signs.
Provide trees and landscaping in street medians.
Employ universal design principles in new transportation projects to improve access for differently
abled people and those with mobility challenges.
◼ Improve transparency from the Public Works Department regarding local projects, especially when
amenities that the community prioritized are not ultimately provided. Improved transparency can be
achieved with better coordination between Public Works and other departments (like Conservation
and Development).
◼ Build from the 2001 Downtown El Sobrante Transportation and Land Use Plan—the content is closely
related to the General Plan Update and most of it is still relevant.
Housing
◼
◼
◼

Require that new housing development use sustainable building materials and practices.
Prioritize affordable housing.
Identify areas for tiny houses and other alternative housing models (like an arts district with
live/work studios for artists). Allow more flexibility and mixed uses in these areas.
◼ Balance new housing with more open spaces or open space improvements (e.g., trails).
◼ Encourage new housing to include community gathering spaces.
Recreation and Nature
◼

Improve access to the creek, perhaps with a creek-side boardwalk trail, lighting, and other safety
features.
◼ Preserve more land for parks, especially around creeks.
◼ Provide outdoor play areas for children and families like parks and pocket parks that are accessible
via bike lanes and sidewalks.
◼ Improve recreational access, specifically for bikes, all the way around the reservoir.
Safety and Resiliency
◼
◼
◼
◼
◼
◼

Implement flood control through green infrastructure projects (e.g., rain gardens).
Develop a plan for disasters that includes disaster resiliency training programs for residents.
Provide fire roads that double as horse and hiking trails.
Ensure that fire risk mitigation does not come at the expense of natural resources and beauty.
Provide more health and emergency services (like fire stations) nearby and that are easily accessible.
Identify areas where the community can shelter in the event of an emergency or natural disaster.

Sustainability (proposed guiding principle)
◼

Reduce regulatory barriers to individual energy production (like only allowing wind turbines on
properties that are 1 acre or larger).
◼ Implement a zero-waste plan.
◼ Reduce regulatory barriers for “off the grid” living.

