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Why develop a Climate Action Plan?
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Greenhouse Gas Reduction Goals
State goals:
» 80% below 1990 levels 

by 2050.
» Net climate neutral by 

2045.
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Greenhouse Gas Reduction Goals

Existing County goals 
(2015 CAP):
»15% below 2005 
levels by 2020 (1990 
equivalent).

»50% below the 2020 
target by 2035.
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Envision Contra Costa

Zoning code Climate Action 
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Climate Action Plan Update Guiding Principles

Ambitious Inclusive Fair
Comprehensive 
and integrated

Relevant Actionable
Evidence-

based
Transparent 

and verifiable
Image from UN Habitat Guiding Principles for Climate Action Planning
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How are we doing? 
Community Greenhouse Gas Inventory

» Measurement of 
emissions attributed to 
the unincorporated 
county for the 2017 
calendar year.

» Identifies major 
sources (sectors) of 
emissions.

Residential 
energy

Nonresidential 
energy Solid waste

Landfill On-road 
transportation BART

Off-road 
equipment

Water and 
wastewater Agriculture



Community Inventory Results 
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Stationary 
Emission Sources 
in Regional 
Context
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Emissions Inventory Including Stationary Sources
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Consumption Based Inventory 
Looking at greenhouse gas emissions over the life cycle of a good or service, as opposed to where emissions are generated
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Source: Cool Climate 
Network, UC Berkeley



How do we get to lower emissions?
DRAFT Goals for 2020 CAP

• Clean and Efficient Built Environment
Buildings in Contra Costa County run on clean energy 

• Carbon Free Energy
Contra Costa County uses clean energy in every sector 

• Resilient Communities
Contra Costa County uses natural systems and open space to increase resilience to disasters and 
foster community health 

• No-Waste Contra Costa
Contra Costa County generates no more solid waste than 2.25 pounds per person per day (PPD) 

• Reduce Water Use and Increase Drought Resilience
Contra Costa County uses less water and communities are prepared for drought 

• Clean Transportation Network and Infrastructure
Contra Costa County's transportation system facilitates walking, biking, and transit. If residents and 
workers are driving, they are in electric vehicles

• Climate Equity
The CAP will mitigate environmental factors leading to health disparities, promote safe and livable 
communities throughout Contra Costa County, and promote investments that improve neighborhood 
accessibility
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Climate Action Plan Timeline

GHG inventory: January 2019

Forecast and target setting: Spring 2019 

Measure development: Summer and autumn 2019

CAP development: Winter 2019/2020

CAP adoption: End of 2020 (same as General Plan)



Climate Action Plan Update

What Do We Need?
• Do we have the right goals?
• What are actionable strategies we can take to achieve these 

goals?

• Take a gallery walk and give us your ideas!
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