
 

 

  

 

Alamo and Castle Hill Community Meeting #2: Draft Community Profile 

 San Ramon Valley United Methodist Church  
 902 Danville Boulevard, Alamo, CA 94507  

Wednesday, November 13th, 2019 

The second community meeting for Alamo and Castle Hill residents as part of Envision Contra Costa 
2040 took place on Wednesday, November 13, 2019, from 6:30 to 8:30 PM at San Ramon Valley United 
Methodist Church. The purpose of this workshop was to collect feedback on the draft community profile 
for Alamo and Castle Hill, as well as potential changes to the General Plan land use map. The first two 
pages of the draft profile provide context about the community, including its character, demographic 
information, and exposure to natural hazard risks. The following pages include an overview of planned 
land uses, guiding principles, policies, and actions that will provide guidance to the County when making 
decisions affecting the community related to growth and development over the next twenty years.  

After a short presentation about the Envision Contra Costa 2040 process, 37 community members, 
together with County staff and consultants worked in six small groups to review and discuss the draft 
community profile and potential map changes. Input and ideas are summarized below, and detailed 
notes from the small group discussions are attached to this summary. 

 Update the context to clarify that multi-family housing is only south of Stone Valley Road. 
 Revise the overview map to better display existing bikeways. 
 Do not change land use designations from agriculture to rural residential if scenic ridgelines 

aren't preserved. 
 Consider expanding the park designation near Hilldale Avenue to add parking for Iron Horse Trail 

users. 
 Allow mixed use and additional commercial development within the existing commercial core 

but do not expand.  
 The land use designation applied to existing churches should not prevent future potential 

housing projects if a church would like to be able to add housing to their site in the future.  
 Add policies and actions to encourage PG&E to underground utilities, especially in hazardous 

areas.  
 Support infrastructure and roadway improvements to Stone Valley Road, including potential turn 

lanes, but do not substantially widen.  
 Protect ridgelines from development. 
 Increase traffic enforcement and congestion management, especially near schools and along 

local streets that are used for cut-through traffic. 
 A mix of housing types and densities is appropriate so that current residents have options if they 

choose to downsize. However, the scale, mass, and height of multi-family housing development 
should be regulated. 

 Delete Policy #3 altogether or clarify the meaning of “subtle density increases” to be location-
based and use-specific in order to avoid loopholes for developers. 
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 Policy #7 prohibiting new traffic signals is too arbitrary; make more flexible to allow for analysis 
and case-by-case decision-making. 

 Policy #8 should reference improving bicyclist safety through street design, dedicated bike lanes, 
and rider education. 

 Address cell phone tower aesthetics and safety.  
 Emphasize the importance of hazard preparedness and emergency response in Action #1 by 

proactively addressing hazards, including by removing dead trees and trimming trees, while 
preserving creeks and natural resources and encouraging planting of native trees. 

 Widen road shoulders to protect pedestrians and bicyclists in Action #2. 
 Action #3 could specifically reference improved transit connections to Walnut Creek.  
 Consider an action to prepare design guidelines for new development to be consistent with the 

community’s semi-rural character and historic landmarks and encourage clean energy sources 
for landscaping and maintenance. 

 Add an action to consider siting a new library and adding warm-colored LED street lighting on 
major arterial streets. 
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