
 

 

  

 

Kensington and East Richmond Heights Community Meeting #2: Draft 
Community Profile 

 Kensington Library  
 61 Arlington Avenue, Kensington, CA 94707  

Wednesday, October 23rd, 2019 

The second community meeting for Kensington and East Richmond Heights residents as part of Envision 
Contra Costa 2040 took place on Wednesday, October 23, 2019, from 6:30 to 8:30 PM at the Kensington 
Library. The purpose of this workshop was to collect feedback on the draft community profiles for 
Kensington and East Richmond Heights, as well as potential changes to the General Plan land use map. 
The first two pages of the draft profiles provide context about each community, including their 
character, demographic information, and exposure to natural hazard risks. The following pages include 
an overview of planned land uses, guiding principles, policies, and actions that will provide guidance to 
the County when making decisions affecting the community related to growth and development over 
the next twenty years.  

County staff and consultants facilitated the workshop, and 16 residents attended and participated. After 
a short presentation about the Envision Contra Costa 2040 project, community members worked in 
three small groups to go over the draft community profiles. Two groups reviewed the draft Kensington 
profile and one group reviewed the East Richmond Heights profile. Input and ideas are summarized 
below. Detailed notes from the small group discussions are attached to this summary. 

 List Kensington Park as a community asset in the Kensington profile 
 Include more images of community parks and of Colusa Circle in the Kensington profile; many of 

the images are unrecognizable and there is an overemphasis on single-family homes. 
 Include more detail in the context sections of both community profiles regarding access to 

medical care and emergency services to provide context for the related policies.  
 Emphasize geographic and topographic conditions and other hazard and vulnerability factors in 

the context sections of both profiles, including narrow streets, steep hillsides, wildland-urban 
interface, and an aging population. Policies concerning accessory dwelling units and associated 
parking demand should be considered through this lens of safety and emergency vehicle access. 

 Make a stronger connection in the context sections regarding extreme heat events in an aging 
community, as well as the connection between pedestrian safety and evacuation routes. 

 Clarify/define phrases in the community profiles that are vague, including "amenities," "access," 
“multi-family units,” and "delineated on-street parking spaces." 

 Define and differentiate references regarding specific land use designations or zoning 
designations. For example, references to Colusa Circle’s designation as “Town Center” in the 
Kensington profile is not defined, and it is not clear whether this is a zoning or land use 
designation.  

 Add a guiding principle regarding robust community processes around new development. 
 Consider adding policies to discourage unoccupied houses. 



Envision Contra Costa 2040 Meeting Summary  Page 2 
 

 

 Include drainage infrastructure as something to be considered with new development proposals 
in East Richmond Heights. 

 Strengthen view ordinances to address existing development in addition to new development 
(e.g., trees growing in neighbor's yards). 

 Consider a master plan for redeveloping large vacant properties in East Richmond Heights (e.g., 
Adams Middle School) to support community-serving retail and housing (especially senior 
housing). Adams Middle school redevelopment should serve as a model for sustainable 
development practices 

 Consider a program for home upgrade financing to ensure continued habitability for owners with 
fixed incomes who may otherwise not be able to afford such upgrades. 

 































KENSINGTON I GUIDANCE

□o

When reviewing new development proposals, prioritize the need for mitigation 
of wildfire and earthquake exposure as appropriate. (3-???) 

Ensure new development provides reasonable protection for existing residences 
with regard to views, design compatibility (including building mass, height, and 
mechanical devices), adequate parking, privacy, and access to sunlight. (3-211, 
3-213, 3-214) 

When reviewing new development proposals, ensure views of scenic natural 

features (e.g., San Francisco Bay, mountains) and the developed environment 

(e.g., bridges, San Francisco skyline) are substantially preserved (3-212) 

Improve pedestrian and roadway infrastructure in a way that balances the needs 

of users with the desire to maintain Kensington's character. (3-???) 

Improve access to medical facilities and services. (3-???) 
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Complete sidewalk gaps throughout Kensington, especially near schools and 

transit stops. 
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Underground utilities to reduce fire hazards and improve community safety and 

appearance. 

Prioritize review of projects incorporating community-serving medical facilities 

and services. 
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