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CONTRA COSTA 2040

Kensington and East Richmond Heights Community Meeting #2: Draft
Community Profile

Kensington Library
61 Arlington Avenue, Kensington, CA 94707
Wednesday, October 23, 2019

The second community meeting for Kensington and East Richmond Heights residents as part of Envision
Contra Costa 2040 took place on Wednesday, October 23, 2019, from 6:30 to 8:30 PM at the Kensington
Library. The purpose of this workshop was to collect feedback on the draft community profiles for
Kensington and East Richmond Heights, as well as potential changes to the General Plan land use map.
The first two pages of the draft profiles provide context about each community, including their
character, demographic information, and exposure to natural hazard risks. The following pages include
an overview of planned land uses, guiding principles, policies, and actions that will provide guidance to
the County when making decisions affecting the community related to growth and development over
the next twenty years.

County staff and consultants facilitated the workshop, and 16 residents attended and participated. After
a short presentation about the Envision Contra Costa 2040 project, community members worked in
three small groups to go over the draft community profiles. Two groups reviewed the draft Kensington
profile and one group reviewed the East Richmond Heights profile. Input and ideas are summarized
below. Detailed notes from the small group discussions are attached to this summary.

B List Kensington Park as a community asset in the Kensington profile

B Include more images of community parks and of Colusa Circle in the Kensington profile; many of
the images are unrecognizable and there is an overemphasis on single-family homes.

B Include more detail in the context sections of both community profiles regarding access to
medical care and emergency services to provide context for the related policies.

B Emphasize geographic and topographic conditions and other hazard and vulnerability factors in
the context sections of both profiles, including narrow streets, steep hillsides, wildland-urban
interface, and an aging population. Policies concerning accessory dwelling units and associated
parking demand should be considered through this lens of safety and emergency vehicle access.

B Make a stronger connection in the context sections regarding extreme heat events in an aging
community, as well as the connection between pedestrian safety and evacuation routes.

B Clarify/define phrases in the community profiles that are vague, including "amenities," "
“multi-family units,” and "delineated on-street parking spaces."

B Define and differentiate references regarding specific land use designations or zoning
designations. For example, references to Colusa Circle’s designation as “Town Center” in the
Kensington profile is not defined, and it is not clear whether this is a zoning or land use
designation.

B Add a guiding principle regarding robust community processes around new development.

B Consider adding policies to discourage unoccupied houses.

access,"
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B Include drainage infrastructure as something to be considered with new development proposals
in East Richmond Heights.

B Strengthen view ordinances to address existing development in addition to new development
(e.g., trees growing in neighbor's yards).

B Consider a master plan for redeveloping large vacant properties in East Richmond Heights (e.g.,
Adams Middle School) to support community-serving retail and housing (especially senior
housing). Adams Middle school redevelopment should serve as a model for sustainable
development practices

B Consider a program for home upgrade financing to ensure continued habitability for owners with
fixed incomes who may otherwise not be able to afford such upgrades.

Envisioncontracosta2040.org
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Situated north of El Cerrito and east of Richmond in the Berke|
Heights is a primarily residential community. Adjacent N E?st Richmong | Vo, &5
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formed the East Richmond Heights Neighborhood Watch team to prevent crime,
enhance emergency preparedness, and improve neighborhood communication. In
addition, residents would like more street lighting and new and expanded community
facilities and events. Residents are also concerned about fire hazards from
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dead, standing trees. The community would like to enhance fire protection services ar

evacuation preparedness to ensure the residents are safe in the event of a naturaraisaster.

WHO LIVES IN EAST RICHMOND HEIGHTS#
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EAST RICHMOND HEIGHTS |
L ANNED LAND USE T —

nd use designations for East Richmond Heights are shown on the land
chmond Heights is planned primarily for single-family residential yse with
F commercial uses, public/institutional sites, and open Space lands.

US€ map. East
sMall pockets

st Richmond Heights contains two small commercial pockets Intended to support
ighborhood-serving businesses. One is located near the southern end of the community
the intersection of Arlington Boulevard and Olive Avenue, and the other is located tc;
e north. at the intersection of Bernhard Avenue and Felix Avenue.

3st Richmond Heights' proximity to Wildcat Canyon Regional Park and Alvarado Park
lows for easy access to outdoor recreational opportunities. As such, there are wide
vaths of land designated for open space and park use. East Richmond Heights also
cludes multiple areas designated for public/institutional use. These sites include
ommunity facilities such as Crestmont School, Mira Vista Elementary, and numerous

2ligious institutions.
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Existing public services, such as the Contra Costa County Sherift’s Office and Fire
brotection District, should be supported and enhanced in order to ensure a safe
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KENSINGTON | CONTExt
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As a charming residential community situated near the Univer
California, Kensington has been a desirable neighborhood for aca
students, urban professionals, and families for decades. Kensington
residents also enjoy the community’s panoramic views, Mmature trees, 3
walkable scale, and easy access to transit and regional parks. Although
there is very limited potential for growth, many of the homes date from the
1930s and 40s and there is significant construction activity to upgrade and
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Kensington is oriented along Arlington Avenue (“the Arlington®), a winding
thoroughfare that connects to Berkeley on the south and El Cerrito on the
north. There is a small commercial district located on the Arlington just
north of the Berkeley city limit. A second commercial district is located
on Colusa Circle in the lower part of Kensington, near the border with El
Cerrito. Although almost all of the homes in Kensington are single family,
it is a relatively dense. Community features that are important to the
community include Sunset View Cemetery, the University’s Blake Garden,
Qu;%\the Kensington Library, Kensington Elementary School, and portions of
' Tilden Park. A number of pedestrian paths also traverse the community.
Alike most unincorporated communities, Kensington has jurisdiction over
many of its local services, including police, fire, parks, and waste collection.
Many of the planning and development In KensingtonTssees relate to view
oreservation, design compatibility and |scale, parking, and emergency
access.
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Climate Change Hazards
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Major Climate Vulnerabilities

Seniors, especially seniors living aione, are vuinerable 1o extreme heat,
human health hazards, and wildfire due to limited mobility.
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e ho ost-burdened households and renters are vulnerable
to landslides, wildfire, seismic hazards, and severe weather.

Sunset View Cemetery, Tilden Park, and general outdoor recreation
are vulnerable to drought, landslides, severe weather, and wildfire.

[ The Kensington Community Center, Kensington Library, and
|_commercial centers along Colusa Avenue and Arlington Avenue
are vulnerable to damage from landslides, seismic hazards, severe
weather, and wildfire.

g

Public health and safety response, water and wastewater
infrastructure, and public transit access are vulnerable to obstruction

and delay from landslides, severe weather, and wildfire.
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PLANNED LAND USE———™
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UIDING PRINCIPLES

O ~ Land use dg&gnahons for Kensm_gton gre Sjown On the land yse map. Kensington s Kensington residents live in close proximity to their neighbors and care about
@ Y planned primarily for single-family residential 3€ WIth small pockets B their community. The friendly, safe, quiet, and small community feel should be
Vol commercial and office uses, public/institutional <i fixed use,
NN | @ Sites, and abundant parks and tion preserved.
.: ./ land. recred |
5 | Kensington's panoramic views of San Francisco Bay, bridges and cities, and natural Cee Camonent oot WVitun)
Kensington contains two small commercial areas that se e

rve as the primary centers of landscapes are a defining characteristic that should be preserved.

local business for Kensington residents. They are located on the Arlington, iust north
S Kensington residents enjoy easy access to regional parks, trails, and open spaces.

of the Berkeley city limit_and on Colusa Circle, in the lower * e st €S bilefped
! Part of Kensington near the A < f Kes' Mmoo a (e
oorder with El Cerrito{Colusa Circle is designateﬂ’ ’Towugnsgﬁ\o encourage mixedmusez Thesd amenities)should be preserved and enhanced. Q/VVEMQ:?& ot Y ovien [ C

development on vacant and underutilized parcelS\Fhe commercial area along Arlington

| - . To maintain a safe and tight-knit community, existing public services should be
IS Intended to maintain the community-serving Uses already in place.

supported and enhanced, such as the Kensington Fire Protection District and__% Seé Covyment cloo

+ o : | . s
Kensington’s proximity to Tilden and Wildcat Canyon Regional Parks provides premier Police Department facility, Kensington Library and Community Center, and local QQ'CL’ PM an 11 ‘Pag
outdoor recreational opportunities for residents. As such, there are wide swaths of sChools. '—"]

land designated for open space and park uses. Kensington also includes multiple areas

| Because Kensington is proximate to Wildcat Canyon and Tilden Regional / d\@&)
designated for public use, including community facilities such as the Kensington Public (@f&o (&

Safety Building, the University of California’s Blake Garden, the Kensington Library, and
Kensington Elementary School.

Parks and the Hayward Fault, it is exposed to potentially severe wildfires and
earthquakes. The community should be protected from these hazards through : Lia A7 At Lomminihy
proper planning and emergency response. e ere S ?W"’l C — Mot = ¢ AT
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dwelling units (ADUs), should be encouraged within Kensington to diversify the e
housing stock and better serve residents of all ages and abilities. S Oh /‘l’ S | ; ’
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features (e.g., San Francisco Bay, mountains) and the’e;\g ‘

4. Improve pedestrian and roadway infrastructure in a %@X
of users with the desire to maintain Kensington’s A5t s

5. anrove access to medical facilities and services. (3 o
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ACTIONS

1.

Coordinate with public safety and health agencies to create a comprehensive
emergency plan, including establishing evacuation routes in Kensington. (3-68)

Improve pedestrian safety and roadway infrastructure with designated paths,
ongoing maintenance, illuminated crossings} delineatédon-street parking spaces
along major roads, and ADA facilities.

Complete sidewalk gaps throughout Kensington, especially near schools and
transit stops.

Underground utilities to reduce fire hazards and improve commu
appearance.

Prioritize review of projects incorporating comm
and services. |
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POLICIES

KENSINGTON | Gupance

cnsure new development provides reasonable
with regard to views, design compatibility (

mechanical devices), adequate parking, pri
3-213, 3-214)

| perection for existing residences
INCluding building mass, height

When reviewing new development pProposals, ensure v;j

features (e.g., San Francisco Bay, mountains) and the developed environment
(€.g., bridges, San Francisco skyline) are substantially preserved (3-212)

improve pedestrian and roadway infrastructure in a way that balances the needs
of users with the desire to maintain Kensington’s character. (3-¢72)

Improve access to medical facilities and services. (3-22?)
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ACTIONS

Coordinate with public safety and health agencies to create a comprehensive
emergency plan, including establishing evacuation routes in Kensington. (3-68)

mprove pedestrian safety and roadway infrastructure with designated paths,
ongoing maintenance, illuminated crossings, delineated on-street parking spaces

along major roads, and ADA facilities. z C "3 £
A

Complete sidewalk gaps throughout Kensington, especially nez schools and
transit stops.

Underground utilities to reduce fire hazards and improve community safety and
appearance.

Prioritize review of projects incorporating community-serving medical facilities
and services.




 GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Fast Richmond Heights has a small community feel as a result of the tightly

packed single-family residential development. Residents know their neighbors

and care for each other and the community. This tightly knit, small community
| feel should be preserved.

¢ land use map. East

Richmond Heights is planned primarily for sin se, with
- WIEN small pockets

1 gle-family residential y
of commercial uses, public/institutional sites,

and open space lands.

€d near the southern eng of th il | iC Vi | | iti
. e com | i " panoramic views of San Francisco Bay,

at the intersection of Arlington Boulevard and Olive Avenue, and the other i L | e e s
h h, at the i ' o €ris located to and natural landscapes should be preserved.
the north, at the intersection of Bernharg Avenue and Felix Avenye |
Fast Richmond Height<’ L . Existing public services, such as the Contra Costa County Sheriff's Office and Fire

€Iignts’ proximity to Wildcat Canyon Regional Park and Alvarado Park Protection District, should be supported and enhanced in order to ensure a safe
allows for easy access to outdoor 'ecreational opportunities. As such, there are wide community.
swaths of land designated for OPEn space and park use. East Richmond Heights also
ncludes multiple areas designated for public/institutional use. These sites include Secause East Richmond Heights is proximate to Wildcat Canyoh Regional
community facilities such as Crestmont School, Mira Victs Elementary, and numerous ark and the Hayward Fault, it is exposed to potentially severe wildfies and
religious institutions. | earthquakes. The community should be protected from these hazards through

proper planning and emergency response.
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EAST RICHMOND HEIGHTS |

POLICIES

When reviewing new development proposals, prioritize the neeq fOr Mificra _ ore
of wildfire and earthquake exposure as appropriate. Sgation b 4 ordinate W:t P
Heights.

Jblic safety and health agencies to create a comprehensive
ncluding establishing evacuation routes in East Richmond

Ensure new development provides reasonable protection for existing resig
ences

with regard to views, design compatioility (including building mass, height, ang ve pedestrian safety and roadway infrastructure by completing sidewalk
mechanical devices), adequate parking, privacy, and access to sunlight Ot . |mpromsta“mg ~ontinuous street lighting, illuminated crossings, delineated on-
‘ gaps:

s i < along major roads, and ADA ftacilities.
When reviewing new development proposals, ensure views of scenic Natural street parking space g mdj

features (e.g., San Francisco Bay, mountains) and the developed environment
(e.g., bridges, San Francisco skyline) are substantially preserved.

3 Underground utilities tO reduce fire hazards and improve community safety and

appearance.
Improve pedestrian and roadway infrastructure in a manner that balances A Prioritize review of projects incorporating community-serving medical facilities
the needs of users with the desire to maintain East Richmond Heights' small and services.
community feel. L . | Carl
! . 5 Assess the feasibility of adding floor area ratio, lot coverage limitations, or other
s _ ; : {5,# ) : . . . < P airnhitc h‘ %
Promote local-serving commercial establishments to encourage local business development standards to the zoning districts in East Richmond Heights.
growth and opportunities for residents to conduct business within their own R A
- . afe - . . Y N h | f*ht” : . ;f e ir‘:,t: v
5. Explore the possibility of siting and constructing a library in East Richmond Q Atl NI
- / -,if Yo' 'E"" Mg u i
Heights. P B

Improve access to medical facilities and services.
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KENSINGTON | conNTexT

As a charming residential community situated near the University of A 7\ /NS Tt E% L e
. . . 7 : : | ?p By, !_‘;I . ﬁé*'
California, Kensington has been a desirable neighborhood for academics W % e 3 % \
_ e ! rails ‘ | 1"‘;. Y 4 qﬂ} Hﬁ_.-;f -'3-.,
students, urban professionals, and families for decades Kensington ~ :h' , A ‘ N %, |
: : A _ _ ' MO i ’ . Loy © Fhlany o \
residents also enjoy the community’s Panoramic views, mature trees 3 —— Existing Bikeways ey e %
' : ! e - | | i.h; A - e
walkable scale, and easy access to transit and regional parks. Although = i i <~ ‘A# * L,«ﬂ’ *egiona
" : : : * g . El Cerrito Plaza BART Station Ae \ &,‘#"‘ s z o ot
there is very limited potential for growth, many of the homes date from the —— BART Route 4 ¢ : f“"
1930s and 40s and there is significant construction activity to upgrade and Tew o s
. Waterbodies | 1 .’?; %. Bloke Garden _ .
E‘Xpaﬂd those homes Parks, Protected Lands and Watersheds :?"h % %’6@ é;::::::;
Incorporated City ,ﬂf *-E-'E, e = '
‘ - ; ‘ 7 . " . ‘ : VAT 0y %

Kensington is oriented along Arlington Avenue (“the Arlington®), a winding SRR Areas ' } TN ‘ﬂ% 3
thoroughfare that connects to Berkeley on the south and El Cerrito on the i% Bl d

: : S : : Stminster S9°
nortn. There is a small commercial district located on the Arlington just %2 Kensington

north of the Berkeley city limit. A second commercial district is located
on Colusa Circle in the lower part of Kensington, near the border with El
Cerrito. Although almost all of the homes in Kensington are single family,
t is a relatively dense. Community features that are important to the
community include Sunset View Cemetery, the University’s Blake Garden,
the Kensington Library, Kensington Elementary School, and portions of
Tilden Park. A number of pedestrian paths also traverse the community.
Unlike most unincorporated communities, Kensington has jurisdiction over
many of its local services, including police, fire, parks, and waste collection.
Many of the planning and development in Kensington issues relate to view
preservation, design compatibility and scale, parking, and emergency

access. ANA ¢ 40Lss .

-
%
%

Sunsel View
Cemetery & Morfuary

WHO LIVES IN KENSINGTON?

Population Deﬁslty l 3 Media: ;lée* ' ' Percent Minority
7.7t0 10.6 persons ~ 51-53 years old : nom=v e
per acre in Kensington In Kensington | i 30%
| in Kensington

——vs Vs [

0.26 persons 39 years | 41%
peracrein o | oldin | in
Contra ‘ ' | Contra - Contra
Costa Costa Costa
County | County County
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KENSINGTON | GUIDANCE Noame A o005 gt

SLANNED LAND USE

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

ecidents live in close proximity to their neighbors and care about

Land use designations for Kensington are shown on the land use map. Kensington is Kensington

planned primarily for single-family residential use, with small pockets of mixed use. | their community. The friendly, safe, quiet, and small community feel should be

commercial and office uses, public/institutional sites, and abundant parks and recreation preserved.

land. 2. Kensington's panoramic VIEWS of San Francisco Bay, bridges and cities, and natural
Kensington contains two small commercial areas that serve as the primary centers of landscapes are a defining characteristic that should be preserved.

local business for Kensington residents. They are located on the Arlington, just north | . .

of the Berkeley city limit, and on Colusa Circle, in the lower part of Kensington near the BF Kensington residents enjoy €asy ¢86E= to regional Al H Al e
horder with El Cerrito. Colusa Circle is designated Town Center to encourage mixed-use These amenities should D€ preserved arid CIEEERS

development on vacant and underutilized parcels. The commercial area along Arlington A  To maintain a safe and tight-knit community, existing public services should be /
s intended to maintain the community-serving uses already in place. supported and anhanced. such as the Kensington Fire Protection District and
Kensington’s proximity to Tilden and Wildcat Canyon Regional Parks provides premier Police Department facility, Kensington Library and Community Center, and local
outdoor recreational opportunities for recidents. As such, there are wide swaths of schools.

land designated for open space and park uses. Kensington also includes multiple areas | 5 Because Kensington is proximate to Wildcat Canyon and Tilden Regional
designated for public use, including community facilities such as the Kensington Public Parks and the Hayward Fault, it is exposed to potentially severe wildfires and
Safety Building, the University of California’s Blake Garden, the Kensington Library, and | earthquakes. The community should be protected from these hazards through
Kensington Elementary School. %{M‘P proper planning and emergency response.

A variety of housing types, including multi-family units, duplexes, and accessory
dwelling units (ADUs), should be encouraged within Kensington to diversify the
housing stock and better serve residents of all ages and abilities.
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PO TS B

When reviewing new development proposals, prioritize the need for

mitigation
of wildfire and earthquake exposure as appropriate. (3-2??)

Ensure new development provides reasonable protection for existing residences
with regard to views, design compatibility (including building mass, height, and
mechanical devices), adequate parking, privacy, and access to sunlight. (3-211,
3-213, 3-214)

When reviewing new development proposals, ensure views of scenic natural
features (e.g., San Francisco Bay, mountains) and the developed environment
(e.g., bridges, San Francisco skyline) are substantially preserved (3-212)

Improve pedestrian and roadway infrastructure in a way that balances the needs
of users with the desire to maintain Kensington’s character. (3-7??)

Imoprove access to medical facilities and services. (3-7?7) 1y ¥\ —fte

Wﬁ%w;’@xl Ao of Kkt Paatés

*.. ."‘:{:..

. |
1 ﬂv\ V; public safety and health agencies to create a comprehensive
. fmfé*"':ctyé blan, including establishing evacuation routes in Kensington. (3-68)

emerge
Improve pedestrian safety and roadway infrastructure with designated paths, §W : ﬂ.{,‘ﬂﬂ
ongoing maintenance, lluminated crossings, delineated on-street parking spaces 91 "e of & M‘b{]
along majo:—wﬁds, and ADA facilities. '@Q&F |/f 'ﬁ 'UDE(C—*! rrfo 5(79‘) 17“'

certF

\¢ Ws Comwme ceial dispvict ‘and Colusq Civele -
Comple g‘c,jrewgﬂ?{gaps throughout Kensington, especially near scho;fs and

transit stops.

Underground utilities to reduce fire hazards and improve community safety and

”

M

appearance. p

Prioritize review of projects incorporating community-serving medical facilities
and services. | AR
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POLICIES

When reviewing new development proposals, prioritize the need for mitigation
of wildfire and earthquake exposure as appropriate. (3-???)

Ensure new development provides reasonable protection for existing residences
with regard to views, design compatibility (including building mass, height, and
mechanical devices), adequate parking, privacy, and access to sunlight. (3-211,

3-213, 3-214) |

When reviewing new development proposals, ensure views of scenic natural
features (e.g., San Francisco Bay, mountains) and the developed environment
(e.g. bridges, San Francisco skyline) are substantially preserved (3-212)

Improve pedestrian and roadway infrastructure in a way that balances the needs
of users with the desire to maintain Kensington's character. (3-7?9)

Improve access to medical facilities and services. (3-777)
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gme@_w’an, including €

stablishin
2. Improve pedestrian safety and

roadway infrastructure with designated paths,%/~ 4:\ o~
ongoing maintenance, illurninated crossings, delineated on-street parking spaces ﬁ ;,Q, c‘p SC‘![":’ PZ‘ / ‘:
along major roads, and ADA facilities. 5
' ally near schools and - . .
ks in A,

lities to reduce fire hazards and improve community safety and ? O @U\ “é
[~

ealth agencies to create a comprehensive
g evacuation routes in Kensington. (3-68)

fety and h

3. Complete sidewalk 9aps throughout Kensington, espec

transit Stops.

4‘. Underground uti
appearance.

5 Prioritize review of projects incorporating community-serving medical facilities.

and services. oy
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E: Urban Limit Line
R ~
General Plan Land Use Designations %, %
o
SH (Single Family Residential - High)
; 5.0 - 7.2 Units per Net Acre
i - CO (Commercial) | |
- PS (Public/Semi-Public) | commercial to reflect
| | | existing use
i - PR (Parks and Recreation) |
’ |
OS (Open Space)
| Change to

3 residential to
reflect existing

Change to
public to reflect
existing use

——— ———— See—

e e —————— . - ——

= Change to
residential to s BShC oy s
reflectexisting §

.

Change to
public to reflect
existing use
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urce: Contra Costa County, 2018; PlaceWorks, 2019.
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Change to
public to reflect
existing use

-.— BART Stations
D Urban Limit Line |

General Plan Land Use Designations

Change to
public to reflect
existing uses

5.0 - 7.2 Units per Net Acre

- CO (Commercial)
B s (Public/semi-Public) }
| |
- PR (Parks and Recreation) |

OS (Open Space)

SH (Single Family Residential - High) ‘ __
: Richmond

Change to parks
and recreation to
reflect existing

use

' J --"r
.......
- l? FILTR e .
''''

Change to
public to reflect
existing use

Change parcels
not on Arlington
to residential to

*‘9; El Cerrito Plaza
$ % BART Station

Change parcels along circle
to mixed use; change
remainder to fesidential\to
reflect existing uses)

Source: Contra Costa County, 2018; PlaceWorks, 2019.
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