
North Richmond Community Meeting #3: Draft Community Profile 

 Community Heritage Senior Apartments  
 1555 Fred Jackson Way, Richmond, CA 94801 

Tuesday, October 29th, 2019 

The third community meeting for North Richmond residents as part of Envision Contra Costa 2040 took 
place on Tuesday, October 29, 2019, from 6:30 to 8:30 PM at the Community Heritage Senior 
Apartments. The purpose of this workshop was to collect feedback on the draft community profile for 
North Richmond, as well as potential changes to the General Plan land use map. The first two pages of 
the draft profile provide context about the community, including the character, demographic 
information, and exposure to natural hazard risks. The following pages of the profile include an overview 
of planned land uses, guiding principles, policies, and actions that will provide guidance to the County 
when making decisions affecting the community related to growth and development over the next 
twenty years.  

County staff and consultants facilitated the workshop and 12 residents attended and participated, many 
of whom are members of the North Richmond Leadership Team. After a short presentation about the 
Envision Contra Costa 2040 project, community members worked together with County staff and 
consultant facilitators to go over the draft community profile. Input and ideas are summarized below, 
and detailed notes from the small group discussions are attached to this summary. 

 Expand upon the discussion of the area’s history in the context section to include redlining,
immigration patterns, and the other factors that have resulted in North Richmond being a
community of minorities.

 Consider adding the asthma diagnosis rate and mortality rates or anticipated lifespans as maps
in the discussion of vulnerabilities in the context section.

 Include a scale reference for asthma rates across the county in the asthma rates map for
comparison to other communities.

 Directly address environmental justice issues in the community, and a policy discussing
partnership with the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and the Bay Area Air Quality
Management District (BAAQMD) for regulation of air quality to minimize local air pollution.

 Work with the school district and landowners to explore whether and how Verde Elementary
School could expand onto adjacent vacant properties.

 Amend the guiding principles to prioritize North Richmond community members for upcoming
or available affordable housing in the community.

 Discuss renewable and clean energy and green building design specifically in the guiding
principles.

 Consider adding a policy prohibiting bars or liquor stores in North Richmond.
 While mixed use and greenway infrastructure should be developed along Fred Jackson Way and

Chelsey Avenue, the commercial uses should be kept small and locally oriented. The community
is most interested in new retail or service uses that are locally owned.

 Promote use of native plants in greenway infrastructure, landscaping, and parks in the policies.
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 Include anti-gentrification measures to prevent resident displacement as development increases 
land values and property taxes. 

 Consider adding an action to address homelessness, in which the County would partner with 
landlords or property owners to house homeless families.  

 Expand the discussion of Wildcat Creek in the policies to develop a new design with amenities, 
connections, and access points. Potentially partner with North Richmond’s Urban Tilth to 
maintain vegetation along the creek. 

 Consider flexible zoning for vacant lots to allow for streamlined zoning changes based on 
projects proposed for the parcel.  

 Ensure that the zoning designation for light industrial uses prevents dangerous emissions.   
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