
 

 

  

 

Rodeo Community Meeting #3: Draft Community Profile 

 Lefty Gomez Recreation Center  
470 Parker Avenue, Rodeo, CA 94572 

Thursday, November 21st, 2019 

The third community meeting for Rodeo residents as part of Envision Contra Costa 2040 took place on 
Thursday, November 21, 2019, from 6:30 to 8:30 PM at the Lefty Gomez Recreation Center. The purpose 
of this workshop was to collect feedback on the draft community profile for Rodeo, as well as potential 
changes to the General Plan land use map. The first two pages of the draft profile provide context about 
the community, including its character, demographic information, and exposure to natural hazard risks. 
The following pages include an overview of planned land uses, guiding principles, policies, and actions 
that will provide guidance to the County when making decisions affecting the community related to 
growth and development over the next twenty years.  

County staff and consultants facilitated the workshop and eight residents attended and participated. 
After a short presentation about the Envision Contra Costa 2040 project, community members worked 
in two small groups to go over the draft community profile. Input and ideas are summarized below. 
Detailed notes from the small group discussions are attached to this summary. 

 Change “refinery” to “heavy industrial” throughout the profile. 
 Mention the work of the Rodeo Citizens Association in the profile.  
 Reorganize the guiding principles to begin with more positive messages (i.e., Guiding Principles 

#4 and #5) and avoid leading with the refinery. 
 Clarify Guiding Principle #5 to indicate that the community seeks to preserve historic buildings 

and promote affordable and connected housing. 
 Update Guiding Principle #10 to reference affordable housing. 
 Revise Policy #8 to include adequate parking with new Downtown development. 
 In Policy #10, clarify that the community also desires commercial and civic uses in Downtown 

Rodeo that reflect Rodeo’s close-knit community, not exclusively housing developments. 
 Revise Policy #11 to be less specific regarding street frontage distance. 
 Clarify the meaning of “infill” opportunities in Policy #14. 
 Ensure Policy #16 addresses the importance of celebrating cultural diversity when developing 

new public spaces.  
 Ensure local businesses are protected from competition from food trucks (i.e., if expanded under 

Policy #17). 
 Consider removing Policy #19; participants do not feel the need to attract new medical clinics, 

but would support expanded hours and services at the existing clinic. 
 Consider categorizing Polices #17 to #20 as actions instead of policies. 
 Add more policies that address land use, mixed use at the waterfront, promoting community 

events, and distinct signage for Downtown. 
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 Ensure land use policies clearly define flexible zoning pertaining to housing and infill 
development, while prioritizing visual cohesiveness, economic vitality, and people-oriented 
development.  

 Ensure new church development adheres to zoning regulations; residents worry too many 
churches are moving into unfit buildings not intended for churches in their neighborhood. 

 Explore additional ways to involve community members in the planning process through 
partnerships with local organizations. 

 Update Action #1 to specifically mention the entire community in order to avoid segregating 
communities living near refinery.  

 Consider amending Action #3 to also promote the development of new publicly owned facilities, 
such as a water facility, at the old marina location.  

 Update Action #4 to include more dog parks and public swimming pools. 
 Mention in Action #7 the need to improve fencing around Rodeo Creek.  
 Consider a new action to conduct a cost-benefit-analysis of the refinery because the community 

does not feel protected. A “Good Neighbor Agreement” was cut off under new ownership and 
taxes were reduced, leading the community to feel it is no longer a valuable asset. 
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