
 

 

  

 

Bay Point Community Meeting #3: Draft Community Profile 

Ambrose Community Center 
3105 Willow Pass Road, Bay Point, CA 

Thursday, January 30th, 2020 

The third community meeting for Bay Point residents as part of Envision Contra Costa 2040 took place 
on Thursday, January 30, 2020, from 6:30 to 8:30 PM at the Ambrose Community Center.  The purpose 
of this workshop was to collect feedback on the draft community profile for Bay Point, as well as 
potential changes to the General Plan land use map. The first part of the draft profile provides context 
about the community, including its character, demographic information, exposure to hazards, and 
factors that contribute to its identification as a disadvantaged community. The second section includes 
an overview of planned land uses, guiding principles, policies, and actions that will provide guidance to 
the County when making decisions affecting the community related to growth and development over 
the next twenty years. 

County staff and consultants facilitated the workshop and approximately 30 residents attended and 
participated, including many residents affiliated with the East County Regional Group. After a short 
presentation about the Envision Contra Costa 2040 process, community members worked in 6 groups to 
go over the draft community profile. Input and ideas are summarized below. Detailed notes from the 
small group discussions are attached to this summary.  

 Guiding Principles #7 (develop the waterfront with recreational and commercial uses) and #11 (be 
resilient to sea level rise) sound contradictory to each other; consider changing the wording or 
combining them to ensure that resiliency to sea level rise will guide any future development along 
the waterfront. 

 Emphasize in Policy #2 the importance of establishing proactive and effective partnerships with 
community organizations like the East County Regional Group (ECRG), First 5, and other community 
leaders. Add a policy that would expand the County’s current approach to community outreach, such 
as through schools and community centers and by establishing better partnerships with local 
organizations.  

 Strengthen language of Policy #3 about beautifying Bay Point by improving code enforcement at all 
levels, curbing illegal dumping, improving trash collection, and removing graffiti.  

 Clarify in Policy #8 that retail should not only be concentrated along Willow Pass Road, while still 
promoting the expansion of grocery stores and retail throughout Bay Point.  

 In Policy #10, mention the implementation of wider sidewalks throughout Bay Point, while ensuring 
that Willow Pass Road will not become a freeway.  

 Change Policy #11 to welcome more commercial signage to improve commercial visibility on Willow 
Pass Road.  

 Policy #12 about providing housing on vacant and underutilized land should be moved higher on the 
list, since residents see this as a key issue in this community. In addition, policies should protect 
tenants and avoid gentrification and displacement. 

 Reword Policy #13 to reflect the findings of the ECRG’s park assessment and support preservation of 
green open spaces for new park development. In addition, support the Ambrose Park and Recreation 
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District in building more community-oriented parks, especially in Shore Acres, augmenting services 
at the community center, and seeking funding for park development and maintenance. 

 Add a subsection to Policy #14 that mentions safe street design, including speed bumps and safe 
crosswalks to reduce speeds.  

 Reword Policy #15, which is about at-risk youth, to have a more positive message.   
 Revise Policy #16 to support an increase of all types of police presence, not just bicycle police, and to 

support healthy relationships between law enforcement and the community. 
 Add a policy to establish clear roles of County Department of Conservation and Development 

divisions and staff to ensure accountability, while also improving communication with Bay Point 
residents. 

 Add a policy to support the redevelopment of McAvoy Harbor.  
 Revise Action #1 to pursue stricter enforcement of illegal dumping with higher penalties and better 

regulation. 
 Split Action #3 into two actions in order to include a separate action related to street lighting, 

clarifying that the community feels unsafe due to the lack of existing lighting throughout Bay Point. 
Also consider expanding Action #3 to include the implementation of streetscape plans for other 
streets throughout Bay Point.  

 Strengthen Action #4 by mentioning the improvement of micro transit to include first and last mile 
services to connect commuters from BART, and to increase ADA-accessible options on public transit.   

 Update Action #6 to include the development of amenities, including social, mental health, and 
other medical services, co-located with an emergency shelter. 

 Consider expanding Action #8 to encourage the Ambrose Recreation and Park District to prepare a 
community-wide park master plan that considers new bike trails and new recreation opportunities 
through sports, a new skate park, and a youth center.  

 Amend Action #10 to highlight water quality. 
 Add an action to mirror Policy #3 to consider the creation of a mural/public art program to provide a 

positive alternative and deterrent to graffiti. 
 Add an action to encourage more local businesses through countywide programs that help small 

business owners through orientation and business development services. 
 Add policies and/or actions to promote more jobs in Bay Point through local hiring practices and a 

workforce development program that trains residents for County jobs.  
 Add an action to amend zoning regulations to maintain Bay Point’s small-town feel.   
 Add an action to work with the Mount Diablo Unified School District to identify a location for a new 

high school in Bay Point, which would help to mitigate the low high school education attainment in 
the community.  

 Add an action to work with the school districts to bring more school bus services to Bay Point 
neighborhoods. 

 Consider an action to start a rehabilitation program for housing units in need of repair (both 
occupied and vacant). 

 Identify ways to better enforce County municipal codes to hold unresponsive landlords responsible 
for meeting regulations and standards. 
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