
 

 

  

 

El Sobrante Meeting #3: Draft Community Profile 

 El Sobrante Library   
 4191 Appian Way, El Sobrante, CA 94803  

Monday, February 10th, 2020 

The third community meeting for El Sobrante residents as part of Envision Contra Costa 2040 took place 
on Monday, February 10, 2020, from 6:30 to 8:30 PM at the El Sobrante Library on Appian Way. The 
purpose of this workshop was to collect feedback on the draft profile for El Sobrante, as well as 
potential changes to the General Plan land use map. The first part of the draft profile provides context 
about the community, including its character, demographic information, and exposure to hazards. The 
second section includes an overview of planned land uses, guiding principles, policies, and actions that 
will provide guidance to the County when making decisions affecting the community related to growth 
and development over the next twenty years.   

County staff and consultants facilitated the workshop and 24 residents attended and participated. After 
a presentation about the Envision Contra Costa 2040 process, community members worked in five small 
groups to go over the draft community profile. Input and ideas are summarized below. Detailed notes 
from the group discussions are attached to this summary.   

 Establish the Mixed-Use Triangle Area as El Sobrante’s art district with live-work spaces to embrace 
the community’s artistic identity. Ensure the Triangle will not be filled with big commercial retail.  

 Do not limit gathering places to “Downtown” or the “Center.” Instead, aim to create community 
gathering places throughout El Sobrante.  

 Reword some of the guiding principles and policies to be positive, affirmative, and encouraging what 
we do want, rather than focusing on limiting or discouraging things we don’t want. 

 Include equestrian trials (horse trails) under Guiding Principle #4, which promotes healthy 
community concepts like active transportation.  

 Clarify how Guiding Principle #9 will help make San Pablo Dam Road and Appian Way safer, more 
attractive, and cohesive.  

 Guiding Principle #10 needs to either clarify what universal design means or not use that term at all. 
Residents want a unique aesthetic in El Sobrante.  

 Guiding Principle #11 should promote community gathering places throughout El Sobrante, and 
avoid limiting potential opportunities by only talking about a single central gathering place.  

 Guiding Principle #12 should include tiny homes in the list of housing options for residents.  
 Guiding Principle #13 is intended to build on El Sobrante’s culturally diverse background by providing 

amenities and services for everyone. Residents would like this guiding principle to address the 
farming culture as well, and allow farms within El Sobrante. 

 To implement Guiding Principle #1, which talks about investment in new amenities, add policies that 
prioritize public-private development for new amenity investments and focus on building on existing 
community assets first.  

 To implement Guiding Principle #15, which is about increasing access to healthcare, add policies that 
would improve public transportation through better connections to hospitals and promote 
development of small clinics in El Sobrante.  
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 Expand upon Policy #2 to increase protections against big retail entering El Sobrante by prioritizing 
small business development.  

 Clarify Policy #3, which encourages the assembly of narrow parcels on San Pablo Dam Road, Appian 
Way, and Valley View Road, as to whether it’s calling for infill development. Also, infill development 
shouldn’t be limited to these streets.  

 Expand Policy #4 to list widening sidewalks in addition to closing sidewalk gaps.  
 Policy #6 should address the importance of routine maintenance and safety accommodations to all 

new public open spaces, gathering places, and parks built in El Sobrante.   
 Revise Policy #11 to include community outreach to residents who don’t use/have access to the 

internet, such as through churches, shelters, and mail.   
 Revise Action #1 to work with residents, businesses, property owners, and other stakeholders on 

streetscape improvement plans throughout El Sobrante, not only on San Pablo Dam Road.    
 Strengthen Action #5 by pursuing first and last mile services to connect commuters to BART, and 

consider bringing back bus route 74, which was once was a direct route to BART.   
 Expand Action #9 to increase parking designations and signage, which residents feel will improve 

safety for drivers and pedestrians.  
 Amend Action #11 to specify that traffic speeds will be assessed and that speed bumps and stop 

signs will be installed where deemed appropriate and necessary.  
 Add an action to develop environmentally friendly zoning to ensure green infrastructure is promoted 

and supported.  
 Ensure there is equal balance between stakeholders, business owners, property owners, and renters 

throughout the planning process.  
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