
 

 

MEMORANDUM  

DATE April 28, 2022 

TO Will Nelson, Principal Planner 

 Contra Costa County Department of Conservation and Development 

FROM Tanya Sundberg 

SUBJECT 4/27/22 Planning Commission Study Session  

During its meeting on Wednesday, April 27, 2022, the Planning Commission held a study session to 
discuss and provide feedback on the draft goals, policies, and actions (“GOPAs”) for the Transportation 
Element. There were approximately 23 participants in the meeting during this discussion item.  

This memorandum summarizes the questions and comments from the Planning Commission. There 
were no comments made by members of the public and no written comments submitted.  

Planning Commission Questions and Comments 

The Planning Commission organized the discussion around each of the seven goals in the Transportation 
Element. 

Goal TR-1: A transportation system that promotes active transportation, supports the effective and 
equitable provision of transit services, and reduces greenhouse gases and other environmental harm. 
» Commissioner Allen 

• What are first mile/last mile programs? 
• Ensure policy language is broad enough to include new technologies in the future. Described EV 

charging infrastructure embedded in streets in Sweden as an example. Edit TR-P1.11 to say: 
“Continue to improve electric vehicle charging infrastructure and new technologies within new 
development and public rights-of-way, and incorporate electric vehicle charging infrastructure 
and new technologies into appropriate projects on the County’s Capital Improvement 
Program.” 

» Commissioner Mankin 
• Regarding TR-P1.3, we should avoid repeating past mistakes, like limiting the Vasco Road 

project to two lanes and having to retrofit later. 

Goal TR-2: A transportation system that protects human life. 
» Commissioner Amin 

• The goal statement is vague; add “safety” to be clearer. 
» Commissioner Bhandari 

• Agree with Commissioner Amin’s suggestion. 
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• Clarify how this goal is different than Goal TR-6, which also mentions safety. 

Goal TR-3: Transportation facilities and services that are planned, funded, and built in a coordinated, 
cooperative, and effective manner. 
» No comments 

Goal TR-4: A roadway network that accommodates active, safe, reliable, comfortable, convenient, 
affordable, and resilient multi-modal travel options for all county residents, businesses, and visitors, 
regardless of age, ability, race, culture, or economic status. 
» Commissioner Allen 

• Policies should also address BART, train stations, and ferries.  
• Ferries should also be considered in the Health & Safety Element as an evacuation option. 

» Commissioner Mankin 
• Agree with Commissioner Allen’s comment. The County should facilitate and/or coordinate with 

ferries. 

Goal TR-5: Support people who walk, bike, roll, or use mobility devices by creating safe, equitable, 
connected, and comfortable facilities for all ages and abilities. 
» Commissioner Amin 

• What does “roll” refer to?  

Goal TR-6: Safe and efficient movement of goods consistent with the County's goals to reduce 
emissions, protect public safety, and support economic development, local access, and circulation. 
» Commissioner Hillesheim 

• Land use and transportation policy guidance should address the need for distribution centers 
and providing EV charging for trucks.  

» Commissioner Bhandari 
• The policy guidance should address autonomous vehicles. 

» Commissioner Mankin 
• The policy guidance related to autonomous vehicles should not be limited to the public right-of-

way or existing roadways. 

Goal TR-7: Safe general and commercial aviation activities in Contra Costa County. 
» Commissioner Amin 

• Consider adding efficiency, connectivity, and/or convenience to the goal statement.  
» Commissioner Bhandari 

• The policy guidance should address drones in this section. Commissioner Bhandari noted that 
Silicon Valley companies test drones in Phoenix because it isn’t allowed in the Bay Area. As a 
way to promote economic development and technological opportunities, Contra Costa County 
should allow drone testing. 

Commissioners Mankin, Amin, and Allen expressed support for Commissioner Bhandari’s 
comments. 
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