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Components of the General Plan

» Required Topics

• Land Use

• Transportation

• Safety

• Noise

• Open Space

• Conservation

• Environmental Justice

• Housing (adopted June 2023)

» Optional Elements in 

Current General Plan

• Growth Management

• Public Facilities/Services
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General Plan Themes

Community Health

Economic Development

Environmental Justice

Sustainability
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Climate Action Plan (CAP) Update

» What is the CAP? 

• Sets greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reduction targets for the 

county

• Establishes a plan to reach those targets

• Implements the climate-related policy direction of the General Plan
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Environmental Impact Report Topics 
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▪ Aesthetics

▪ Agricultural Resources

▪ Air Quality

▪ Biological Resources

▪ Cultural and Tribal Cultural 

Resources

▪ Energy

▪ Geology and Soils

▪ Greenhouse Gas Emissions

▪ Hazards and Hazardous Materials

▪ Hydrology and Water 

Quality

▪ Land Use and Planning

▪ Noise

▪ Population and Housing

▪ Public Services

▪ Parks and Recreation

▪ Transportation

▪ Utilities and Service Systems

▪ Wildfire



Outreach since 2019

» Over 130 public meetings

• Board of Supervisors

• Planning Commission

• Sustainability Commission

• Library Commission

• Hazardous Materials Commission

• Arts and Culture Commission

• Sustainability Committee

• Historic Landmarks Advisory Committee

• Aviation Advisory Committee

• All 13 Municipal Advisory Councils
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Outreach since 2019

» Over 130 public meetings (continued)

• Almost 50 community meetings, workshops, and open houses held 

across the county

• 4 Climate Action Plan workshops 

• Stakeholder meetings on 

environmental justice, community 

health, sustainability, and economic 

development

• Native American tribal consultations

• Over 22 meetings with various 

community-based organizations 

representing a wide range of 

interests in the county
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» Oct. 2023: Publish Draft General Plan and CAP

» Dec. 2023: Publish Draft Environmental Impact 

Report (EIR)

» January 31, 2024: Anticipated public comment 

deadline on General Plan, CAP, and EIR

» June 2024: Publish Final EIR

» June-July 2024: Planning Commission Adoption 

Hearings

» July-Aug. 2024: Board of Supervisors Adoption 

Hearings

Schedule
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Outreach Plan, 2023-2024

» Office of Communications and Media support to 

publicize Draft General Plan and CAP through various 

media channels

» Online engagement (EnvisionContraCosta2040 website, 

FaceBook, Instagram, web-based commenting tool, etc.)

» Regional in-person workshops/open houses 

(one in each Supervisorial District)

» Virtual informational meetings (two)
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Outreach Plan, 2023-2024 

(continued)

» Meetings with all 13 MACs

» Meetings with other County advisory bodies

» Presentations at meetings of non-County organizations 

(community-based organizations, interest groups, etc.)

» Translation and interpretation when appropriate

» Dedicated CAP outreach
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Study Sessions

» 11/27/23: Sustainability Committee review Draft 

General Plan and CAP

» Additional Board committees as requested

» February-March 2024: Detailed study sessions with 

the Planning Commission and Board to review 

Draft General Plan and CAP and public comments
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Draft 

General Plan
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General Plan Elements
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Stronger Communities

Land Use

Transportation

Housing

Conservation, Open Space, and Working Lands

Public Facilities and Services

Health and Safety

Growth Management



General Plan Land Use Map
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Community Profiles
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Environmental Justice



Environmental Justice

» Clean Industry & Jobs Policy Highlights:

• Plan for a transition from highly polluting industries 

to a net-zero emission economy that provides living-

wage jobs

• Require new or expanded industry to mitigate 

pollutants at the source and separate sources of 

pollution from sensitive receptors
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Community Health

» Healthy Lifestyles Policy Highlights:

• Increase access to fresh, healthy, and affordable food

• Partner with other agencies to fund, design, and maintain high-

quality parks, trails, and open spaces

• Provide opportunities for walking, biking, and other physical activity

» Vibrant Neighborhoods Policy Highlights

• Promote cultural, community-driven, 

and beautification events

• Incorporate public art and 

beautification into new development

• Promote housing and infill 

development to revitalize existing 

urban areas
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Economic Development

» Northern Waterfront Policy Highlights

• Strengthen the economic viability of the Northern 

Waterfront 

• Promote expansion of clean manufacturing and technology

• Support development of Priority Production Areas in Bay Point 

and North Concord/Pacheco/Vine Hill area

» Local Workers and Businesses Policy Highlights

• Support training programs and 

institutions that develop and enhance 

local workforce skills

• Adopt an Economic Development 

Strategy
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Sustainability

» Sustainable Land Use and Transportation 

Policy Highlights

• Focus on infill development, direct housing and jobs in close 

proximity, and encourage high-density, mixed-use development 

near transit with opportunities to walk and bike

• Increase access to zero-emission vehicles and reduce 

dependence on personal vehicles

» Natural and Working Lands Policy Highlights

• Preserve open spaces and agricultural lands

• Prioritize the health and viability of natural 

and working lands 

• Maintain and support the 65/35 Land 

Preservation Standard and Urban Limit Line
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Formatted for Approachability
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Draft CAP
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What is the CAP?

» The County’s strategic plan to 

address climate change

• Reduce GHG emissions through 2045 

and beyond

• Improve climate resilience and 

adaptation

• Promote equity on climate issues

• Demonstrate County leadership

» Implements some aspects of the 

General Plan
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Relationship to the General Plan

» General Plan creates a high-level 

framework for the CAP

» Land use aspects of the CAP’s 

emissions reduction and 

adaption strategies are 

grounded in the General Plan 

and repeated in the CAP

» CAP addresses County 

operations in more detail
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Relationship to the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

» Shows that the General Plan reduces GHG emissions 

consistent with State targets

» Acts as a Qualified GHG Reduction Plan

• Streamlines environmental review for new development projects 

that are consistent with the CAP

» General Plan EIR will include environmental review of 

CAP
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CAP Goals 
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Clean and Efficient 
Built Environment

No Waste Contra 
Costa

Reduce Water Use 
and Increase 

Drought Resilience

Clean 
Transportation 

Network

Resilient 
Communities and 

Natural 
Infrastructure

Climate Equity

Leadership Implementation



State GHG Targets

» 2030

• Reduce statewide GHG emissions by 40 percent from 1990 

levels. (Senate Bill 32)

» 2045

• Achieve statewide net carbon neutrality. (Senate Bill 1279)

▪ Reduce GHG emissions by at least 85 percent from 1990 levels

» Net Carbon Neutrality

• Any GHG emissions produced by the community are balanced 

out through carbon sequestration, carbon offsets, or other 

activities that remove GHG emissions from the atmosphere, so 

that the community’s net GHG emissions are zero
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Target Achievement
» CAP strategies provide a path to achieve the 2030 and 2045 State 

GHG targets and support statewide attainment of net carbon 

neutrality by 2045
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