CONTRA COSTA CENTRE - context-1

Situated between Pleasant Hill, Walnut Creek, and Concord, and divided among the Spheres of
Influence of each, Contra Costa Centre is a bustling transit center adjacent to the Pleasant Hill/
Contra Costa Centre BART station. The community has a diverse mix of land uses ranging from
low-density single-family homes to very high-density multi-family homes and BART-oriented
mixed-use. The community’s vision is to be a cutting edge, mixed-use neighborhood that
serves all types of households and provides convenient services, safe outdoor public spaces,
and multiple transportation choices. In particular, residents support more transit-oriented infill
development that is concentrated and sustainable, addressing the growing need for regional
transit. The community enjoys living within walking distance of restaurants and outdoor
gathering spaces and parks, and would like its walkable, mixed-use character to be enhanced.

The Iron Horse Trail runs north-south through Contra Costa Centre and provides opportunities
for high-quality outdoor recreation. Residents use this trail for a variety of trips ranging from
active commutes to family outings. Connecting parks, schools, and transit with a network of
trails is a high priority for Contra Costa Centre residents. Traffic safety is also a primary concern.
Residents support changing the streetscape to slow traffic while enhancing transportation
options.

WHO LIVES IN CONTRA COSTA CENTRE?
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Major Vulnerabilities

Seniors, including those living alone, and children are vulnerable to poor air quality, extreme heat, human
health hazards, and wildfire.

Low-income persons, renters, and cost-burdened households are vulnerable to drought, extreme heat,
flooding, seismic hazards, severe storms, and wildfire.

Interstate 680, Treat Boulevard, N. Civic Drive, and Cherry Lane are vulnerable to seismic hazards and
fallen trees from severe storms.

Seven Hills School and medical centers in the community are vulnerable to flooding, seismic hazards,
severe storms, and wildfire.

Safety and medical responses and public transit access are vulnerable to flooding, seismic hazards, severe
storms, and wildfire.

The information on this page presents a summary of hazards and vulnerabilities in Contra Costa
Centre based on the Contra Costa County Vulnerability Assessment; please see the online
Vulnerability Assessment for a full description of these hazards and vulnerabilities.
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https://cocogis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=869e23fd058d48dbb1e514ef15841831
https://cocogis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=869e23fd058d48dbb1e514ef15841831
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PLANNED LAND USE GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Land use designations for Contra Costa Centre are shown on Figure LU-1, General Plan Land The following guiding principles articulate the values, priorities, and aspirations for the
Use Map, and defined in Table LU-1in the Land Use Element. Contra Costa Centre aims to be future shared by Contra Costa Centre community members:

a model for mixed-use, transit-oriented neighborhoods, while maintaining and enhancing its
identity as a safe, family-friendly, walkable community. The new and expanded Mixed-Use High
Density designation provides more opportunities for innovative infill development and further
improves connectivity to BART and nearby trails. Residential uses will continue at varying
densities beyond the mixed-use area.

Residents of Contra Costa Centre enjoy convenient access to public transit
through the BART Station and numerous bus routes. This access to public transit
provides an easy alternative to automobile travel and access to the rest of the
Bay Area from within their own neighborhood.

Residents also enjoy convenient access to outdoor recreation, including the Iron
Horse Trail and Contra Costa Canal Trail. Access to outdoor recreation should
be preserved, and connections to surrounding parks and open spaces should
be expanded.

Contra Costa Centre’s mixed land uses provide opportunities to live, work, and
shop within the community. This mixed-use environment should be maintained
in future development.

The family-friendly atmosphere should be preserved.

Major roads and freeways, such as Treat Boulevard, Oak Road, and Interstate
680, pass through and are adjacent to Contra Costa Centre. Traffic safety and
roadway enhancements should be prioritized.

Walkability in Contra Costa Centre is unique in the unincorporated county. This
asset should be preserved and enhanced with future development.
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POLICIES ACTIONS

Expand and improve bicycle network connectivity to increase safety and access to Evaluate traffic signal operations at the intersection of Las Juntas Road and Oak
public transit and minimize collisions with automobiles. Road and correct any deficiencies.

Prioritize local-serving retail and community-focused land uses, such as restaurants Update the Pleasant Hill BART/Contra Costa Centre Specific Plan and consider
and farmers’ markets. expanding the Specific Plan area to include all land within one-half mile of the

BART property.
Encourage installation of facilities that support sustainability, such as zero-emission

vehicle charging and fueling infrastructure, bike repair stations, and other green
amenities.

Encourage open spaces within higher-density areas, such as rooftop gardens, outside
gathering spaces near office buildings, outdoor dining areas, and pedestrian-focused
amenities.

Increase the concentration of high-intensity employment uses and affordable housing
in the area to better utilize the regional transit accessibility provided by BART.

Promote a station area appearance that projects a positive image and has high
regional and local identity.





